
2013-14 “Rubble Trouble” Game Pieces 

 
For “Rubble Trouble,” the game pieces required (and available for purchase 
through TCEA) are red and black plastic interlocking checkers made by 
Pressman and Dura ¾” schedule-40 PVC couplers.  
 
Checkers 
A single standard set of checkers contains twelve (12) red and twelve (12) black 
checkers, and is enough pieces for a single team. If you wish to purchase the 
exact game pieces that will be at each contest, TCEA has purchased sets from 
Pressman for your convenience. To get your set(s), please click here to be 

directed to our online store. This link will take you directly to the pieces but you will need to log in. 
Sets are $4.00 each (includes shipping). You will be able to increase the number of sets you would 
like to purchase once you get to the shopping cart section of the ordering process. TCEA accepts 
purchase orders, checks, and/or credit cards as forms of payment. If you wish to pay using a PO or 
check, select “Bill Me” as your payment type and we will send a follow-up invoice. For credit card 
payments you can pay online at that time.  
 
** The checkers do not fully interlock, and the checkers are not meant to fully interlock – the 
checkers have ridges on them that allow the checkers to partially interlock with each other; lifting 
the top checker has no effect on the lower checker, but twisting the top checker causes motion on 
the bottom one. Teams should be careful if purchasing checkers from other vendors for use in 
“Rubble Trouble,” some “chess and checkers” sets use wooden parts that are not equivalent to 
those used in “Rubble Trouble.” 
 
Dura ¾” Schedule-40 PVC Pipe Couplers 
The Dura ¾” schedule-40 PVC pipe coupler is designed as a slip-slip coupler that “joins” two ¾” PVC 
pipes. A coupler is roughly 2.125” long (2 1/8” in height) and have a 1.3125” outer diameter (1 
5/16”). The height can vary +/- ¼”, and the outer diameter can vary no more than 1/16”. “Rubble 
Trouble” uses five (5) Dura ¾” schedule-40 PVC pipe couplers for a single team. The Dura ¾” 
schedule-40 PVC pipe couplers are “standard” ¾” PVC pipe couplers that can be found at home 
improvement stores – such as the Home Depot – for less than 50 cents per coupler. TCEA is also 
selling them for your convenience at $3.00/5-pack (includes shipping). To purchase, please click 
here to be directed to our online store. When you get to the shopping cart section of our website, 
you will be able to increase the number of packs you would like to purchase. 
 
Additional Game Pieces (not available through TCEA) 
The teams will provide two team-designed, team-built game elements from Allowed Materials. 
These team-built game elements are elements teams will bring with them to the competition table 
and will be used (as specified in the rules) to complete missions.   

 Radio Tower 

 Rubble Safety Perimeter 
 
 
For questions please contact Katie Treat at treat@tcea.org. 
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